A Primer To Help Beachgoers Know The Difference

Florida red tides, which most Florida beachgoers and residents have heard of, are
caused by a microscopic organism people CANNOT see with the naked eye. It's

sometimes confused with a different kind of macroalgae, called red drift algae that
beachgoers CAN see with the naked eye.

Below is an information box to help you sort out the differences between the two. To
see the Beach Conditions Report, which covers beaches from Pinellas to Collier

counties, and whether they are being affected by red tide or red drift algae, click here.
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By providing this website, we The connection between nutrients

encourage beachgoers to make and red drift algae is being
What is smart decisions on their health and | investigated. Local officials also
being done the bgaches the_y use. In addltlpn to |sometimes choose to remove large

studying health impacts, scientists amounts from beaches to lessen
about? are investigating the causes of red

tide and exploring potential options
to lessen its impacts on the public.
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